
Reasons why the law needs to change 

Keep this sheet handy and add further examples as you progress through the course.
	Reason why the law needs to change?
	Provide example or information

	Changing attitudes
	Let’s go back in time and look at how attitudes can change over time.

Issue

1967

2007

Adultery

Divorce

Same-sex marriage

Alcohol/smoking

Drink driving

Voting/age of consent

Euthanasia

Homosexuality

Child abuse



	Changing values
	Social

Moral

Economic

Political

Technological

Environmental



	Changes in society
	

	Advances in technology
	

	Protection of the community
	

	Protection of individual rights
	

	Providing access to the law
	

	Generating changing values in society
	

	Political change due to a change of government
	

	New court decisions
	

	Protection of the environment
	

	Some laws may be outdated, inconsistent or ineffective
	


Reasons why the law needs to change – some suggested answers

Note that this is not an exhaustive list.

	Reason why the law needs to change?
	Provide example or information

	Changing attitudes
	Issue

1967

2007

Adultery

Unlawful 

Unacceptable

Divorce

Need to prove fault in divorce – 14 grounds

Only 1 ground; no fault

Same-sex marriage

Unlawful/not tolerated 

Domestic partners acceptable, but marriage not recognised: Statute Law Amendment (Relationships) Act 2001 (Vic)

Alcohol/smoking

Socially acceptable 

Unacceptable, but not illegal (age restrictions apply)

Drink driving

Unacceptable/Tolerated

Illegal

Voting/age of consent

21 years of age

18 years of age

Euthanasia

Illegal/crime

Illegal/tolerated – community discussion

Homosexuality

Illegal/crime

Decriminalised/tolerated

Child abuse

Only illegal in cases of serious or sexual assault

Mandatory reporting, unacceptable



	Changing values
	Social

Moral

Economic

Political

Technological

Environmental

Road safety

Euthanasia, age of consent

GST and tax reform 

Right to vote

IVF

Sustainable logging



	Changes in society
	Sunday trading laws, consumer protection, gambling

	Advances in technology
	Medical procedures such as cloning and IVF, computer stalking (Crimes (Stalking) Act 2003 (Vic)), computer hacking, mobile phone technology, e.g. SMS

	Protection of the community
	Protecting road users from drugged drivers (Road Safety (Drug Driving) Act 2003 (Vic)), wearing of bicycle helmets, road Laws, etc

	Protection of individual rights
	Equal Opportunity Act 1995 (Vic), Racial and Religious Tolerance Act 2001 (Vic)

	Providing access to the law
	Alternative avenues of dispute resolution: Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal Act 1998 (Vic)

	Generating changing values in society
	Here the laws leads the way and changes values in society, e.g. discriminating against AIDS victims is illegal under the Equal Opportunity Act 1995 (Vic)

	Political change due to a change of government
	e.g. GST (Liberal Party) or preserving Medicare (Labor Party)

	New court decisions
	The Mabo decision lead to the introduction of the Commonwealth Native Title Tribunal in 1994

	Protection of the environment
	Stage 3 water restrictions, pollution, reforestation, land care 

	Some laws may be outdated, inconsistent or ineffective
	Laws on rape in marriage, Studded Belt case
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