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The Structure of the Victorian and Commonwealth Parliaments
Using the information from the podcast, the media, your textbook, The Leading Edge Study Guide VCE Units 3 & 4 Legal Studies, or the federal and state Parliament websites, complete the following table.

	Structure
	Victorian Parliament
	Commonwealth Parliament

	Queen’s representative
	
	

	Name of current Queen’s representative
	
	

	Name of Upper House
	
	

	Number of electorates in Upper House
	
	

	Role of Upper House
	
	

	Voting system in Upper House
	
	

	Name of Lower House
	
	

	Number of seats in Lower House
	
	

	Political party break down in Lower House
	
	

	Role of Lower House
	
	

	Voting system in Lower House
	
	

	Title of Head of Government
	
	

	Name of current:

– Head of Government
	
	

	– Treasurer
	
	

	– Minister for Education 
	
	

	– Minister for Health
	
	

	– Attorney-General
	
	

	Frequency of elections
	
	


The Structure of Parliament – answers

	Structure
	Victorian Parliament
	Commonwealth Parliament

	Queen’s representative
	Governor
	Governor-General



	Name of current Queen’s representative
	Professor David de Kretser, AO
	Major-General Michael Jeffery

	Name of Upper House
	Legislative Council


	Senate

	Number of electorates in Upper House
	40
	76

	Role of Upper House
	· House of Review

· Initiate legislation except money bills
	· States House

· House of Review

· Initiate legislation except money bills

	Voting system in Upper House
	Proportional representation
	Proportional representation

	Name of Lower House
	Legislative Assembly


	House of Representatives

	Number of seats in Lower House
	88
	150

	Political party break down in Lower House
	· Australian Labor Party: 55

· Liberal Party: 23

· National Party: 9

· Independent: 1
	· Liberal Party: 75

· Australian Labor Party: 59

· National Party: 12

· Independent: 3

· Country Liberal Party: 1

	Role of Lower House
	· Represent the states’ interests

· Introduce and change laws 

· Control the state budget and purse strings

· Debate all laws

· Delegate and check delegated legislation

· Set up committees to investigate issues of importance
	· Represent the nation’s interest

· Introduce and change laws 

· Control the federal budget and purse strings

· Debate all laws

· Delegate and check delegated legislation

· Set up committees to investigate issues of importance


	Voting system in Lower House


	Preferential voting
	Preferential voting

	Title of Head of Government
	Premier
	Prime Minister

	Name of current:

– Head of Government
	Steve Bracks (Labor Party)
	John Howard (Liberal Party)

	– Treasurer
	John Brumby


	Peter Costello 

	– Minister for Education 
	John Lenders


	Julie Bishop

	– Minister for Health
	Bronwyn Pike


	Tony Abbott

	– Attorney-General
	Rob Hulls


	Philip Ruddock

	Frequency of elections
	4 years


	3 years


Accurate as at 10 January 2007
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