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Tips for handling short answer exam questions

When attempting short answer exam questions, there are a number of points you should keep in mind: 

· Read the question carefully and determine exactly what the question is asking. 

· Underline key action and key topic words.

· Answers should be succinct (short and to the point).
· Separate, succinct paragraphs can help to clearly identify each point you are
making.
· As a guide, the marking allocation is 1 mark = 2 minutes, which equals an answer of approximately 30 to 40 words (e.g. a 4-mark question is approximately 8 minutes’ writing, which is roughly 120–160 words, or half a page).

· Exam answers must be given in full sentences. The use of bullet points in 
iLearn™ Legal Studies is for illustrative purposes only.
The sample answers provided in iLearn™ Legal Studies are guidelines only as to what would be appropriate responses. Remember that, in order to satisfy the requirements of the external examination, you must submit work that is clearly your own.
For more tips on handling exam questions, refer to The Leading Edge Study Guide VCE Units 3 & 4 Legal Studies. 
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